
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 13, 2020 
 
The Honorable Paul G. Pinsky 
Chair, Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee 
2 West, Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
RE: SB 440 Pharmacists - Aids for the Cessation of Tobacco Product Use - Letter of 
Information 
 
Dear Chair Pinsky and Committee Members: 
 
The Maryland Department of Health (the Department) is submitting this letter of information for 
Senate Bill 440 (SB 440) titled, “Pharmacists - Aids for the Cessation of Tobacco Product Use.” 
SB 440 would expand the role of pharmacists to include tobacco cessation counseling and 
prescription of related tobacco cessation products, and require Medicaid and the Maryland 
Children’s Health Program to provide coverage for services rendered by licensed pharmacists. 
 
The Public Health Service has concluded that effective cessation treatments include individual, 
group, and/or phone counseling, as well as seven FDA-approved cessation aids.1 Pharmacists are 
well positioned to provide tobacco cessation aids, as they are often more available than 
physicians without an appointment and accessible within the communities they serve.2 Eight 
states currently have programs in place allowing pharmacists to prescribe cessation aids. An 
additional four states have pending regulations.3,4,5  

 
This bill will have a fiscal impact on the Department. Medicaid enrollees use tobacco at 
significantly higher rates than the general population (30 percent vs. 18 percent), and the 
Affordable Care Act requires Medicaid programs to cover all FDA-approved tobacco cessation 
aids with a written prescription.6, 7 As pharmacists are already authorized provider types under 
Medicaid, the Department estimates that expanding coverage for tobacco cessation counseling 
and prescription of tobacco cessation products to pharmacists would result in a 10% increase in 
delivery of counseling services and related prescribing annually. 
 
If you have additional questions, please contact Mr. Webster Ye, Director of Governmental 
Affairs, at (410) 260-3190 or webster.ye@maryland.gov. 
   
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert R. Neall 
Secretary 
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